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Good  News:  You  Are  Not  Alone 


What's  the  good  news?  Opinion  polls  increasingly 
show  that  people  in  the  United  States  believe  that 
this  country  spends  too  much  on  the  military  and 
that  the  U.S.  should  put  more  emphasis  on  diplo¬ 
matic  and  economic  methods  for  securing  the  coun¬ 
try.  This  newsletter  examines  some  of  those  polls. 

We  at  FCNL  don't  set  our  policies  because  of 
opinion  polls,  but  understanding  popular  attitudes 
can  help  us  craft  strategies  to  invite  others  to  work 
with  us. 

Among  the  findings  of  these  polls  are  that  a  plural¬ 
ity  and  in  many  cases  a  majority  of  the  public  in  the 
United  States  agree  that: 

■  The  U.S.  spends  too  much  on  the  military; 

■  The  U.S.  should  play  by  the  rules  and  respect 
international  law; 

■  The  U.S.  spends  less  than  it  should  on  interna¬ 
tional  assistance;  and 

■  The  U.S.  should  set  a  timetable  to  end  the  war 
and  occupation  of  Iraq. 

That's  good  news  in  a  period  when  many  people 
who  work  with  FCNL  report  they  are  feeling  dis¬ 
couraged. 

If  so  many  people  share  these  and  other  of  your 
views,  you  say,  "Then  why  do  I  feel  so  isolated  and 
overwhelmed?" 

Turning  Opinion  into  Action 

Viany  people  in  the  United  States— in  some  cases  a 
majority — may  disagree  with  their  government  on 
military  spending,  on  torture,  on  international  aid, 
on  domestic  spying,  on  the  slow  response  to  global 
warming,  and  on  Iraq,  but  majorities  have  not  taken 
action.  Why? 


Holding  an  opinion  is  one  thing,  but  acting  on  that 
opinion  is  another  thing  entirely.  People  may  feel  as 
you  do:  "it's  just  me."  People  may  wonder  "what 
can  I  do,  Tm  just  one  person?  These  are  big  prob¬ 
lems,  and  I  can't  do  enough  to  solve  them." 

Take  a  Risk  for  Peace 

It's  just  me.  Feelings  of  isolation  are  common  in  our 
society,  psychologists  say.  It  can  seem  risky  to  take 
steps  that  would  indicate  you  are  different  from  the 
dominant  culture  as  represented  in  the  media  or  in 
the  views  of  prominent  politicians  and  opinion-mak¬ 
ers. 

But  what  if  your  views  are  in  the  majority?  Try 
taking  a  little  risk.  Try  joining  our  "War  Is  Not  the 
Answer"  campaign  by  placing  a  yard  sign  in  your 
apartment  window  or  front  yard. 

You  may  be  surprised  to  see  others  follow  your  lead. 
You  may  discover  an  affinity  group  right  in  your 
neighborhood.  Together  you  can  challenge  candi¬ 
dates  for  public  office  to  show  how  they  would  pro¬ 
mote  peace  if  elected.  We  hope  people  will  ask  you, 
"Well,  if  war  is  not  the  answer,  then  what  is?!"  You'll 
be  able  to  respond  with  FCNL's  program  of  action 
for  the  Peaceful  Prevention  of  Deadly  Conflict.  See 
www.fcnl.org/ppdc  for  more  information. 

What  can  I  do?  Polling  done  by  the  University  of 
Maryland's  Project  on  International  Policy  Attitudes 
suggests  that  members  of  Congress  think  their  vot¬ 
ers  are  more  conservative  than  they  are.  A  letter  to 
the  editor  of  your  local  paper,  written  on  one  issue 
and  naming  your  members  of  Congress,  could  help 
to  address  that  problem.  Your  neighborhood  group 
could  encourage  voters  to  write  letters  to  the  editor. 

The  good  news  is  that  a  big  task  is  made  manage¬ 
able  when  many  helping  hands  pitch  in.  ■ 
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Letters  to  the  Editor  Work 

Want  a  100  percent  guarantee  that  congressional  staff  will  read  your 
thoughts  on  a  legislative  issue?  If  you  publish  a  letter  to  the  editor  in 
your  local  newspaper  and  mention  your  members  of  Congress  by  name, 
media  clipping  services  that  monitor  local  press  will  ensure  that  your  let¬ 
ter  gets  attention  on  the  Hill. 

You'll  also  reach  the  thousands  of  people  in  your  community  who  read 
the  paper  and  vote  in  your  district.  And  your  letter  has  the  potential  to 
influence  how  your  newspaper  covers  a  particular  policy  issue  and  how 
much  attention  the  topic  receives. 

You  may  be  the  one  in  a  million  who  has  a  letter  published  the  very  first 
time  you  submit  one.  More  likely,  however,  getting  your  letter  printed 
will  require  patience  and  persistence.  But  it  does  happen!  Here  are  two 
recent  examples  of  FCNL  constituents  who  have  successfully  engaged  the 
media  on  their  concerns  about  the  lack  of  funding  for  peaceful  prevention 
of  deadly  conflict: 

"I'm  concerned  that  the  discussions  of  foreign  relations  in  the  2008 
presidential  and  congressional  elections  are  focusing  solely  on  a 
resolution  to  the  Iraq  conflict  without  addressing  the  grossly  insuf¬ 
ficient  spending  on  diplomatic  initiatives  intended  to  prevent  war." 

Beth  Blagg  of  Nashport,  OH 
Zanesville  Times  Recorder,  February  7,  2008 

"Ending  the  war  in  Iraq  is  very  important,  but  can  it  happen  with¬ 
out  diplomatic  initiatives?  Don't  think  so.  This  discussion  seems  to 
be  sadly  lacking  in  the  presidential  debates." 

Lisa  Stewart  of  Wharton,  NJ 
Rockaway  Neighbor  News  and  Vernon  Advertiser-News, 

February  7,  2008 

Inspired  to  write  your  own  letter?  Use  the  FCNL  website — www.fcnl.org 
— to  send  a  letter.  Simply  go  to  "Action  Center"  in  the  blue  navigation  bar 
on  the  left  hand  side,  then  click  "Media"  and  enter  your  zip  code. 

Remember  to: 

■  Limit  yourself  to  200  words  or  less. 

•  Respond  to  a  news  story. 

■  Link  your  message  about  a  policy  issue  to  a  local  concern  or  personal 
story. 

If  your  letter  is  published,  let  us  know!  Send  it  to  FCNL  at  245  Second  St. 
NE,  Washington,  DC  20002  or  fcnl@fcnl.org.  ■ 
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Vsle  Are  the  Majority 


In  Congress  and  in  Washington,  politicians  and  pun¬ 
dits  love  to  say  "the  majority  rules."  In  a  democracy 
the  principle  is  that  the  majority  rules  with  respect 
for  the  rights  of  minorities.  But  in  Washington,  if 
public  opinion  polling  can  be  believed,  the  views  of 
a  minority  appear  to  prevail  in  Congress  on  the  big 
issues  of  our  times  with  little  regard  for  the  views  of 
the  majority. 


As  part  of  our  advocacy  in  Washington,  FCNL  seeks 
to  build  popular  support  for  policies  that  can  trans¬ 
form  federal  policy.  If  we  use  a  flawed  problem  defi¬ 
nition  in  directing  our  advocacy,  then  our  time  and 
resources  may  be  used  ineffectively. 


For  decades,  peace 
advocates  have  focused 
their  public  presenta¬ 
tions  on  arguments  that 
military  spending  is 
wasteful,  that  the  U.S. 
spends  too  much  on  the 
military,  that  the  mili¬ 
tary  is  often  not  the  best 
way  to  guarantee  real 
security  for  the  United 
States. 

What  if  this  choice  of 
focus  has  been  based, 
at  least  in  part,  on  a 
wrong  definition  of 
the  problem?  What  if 
a  clear  majority  of  the 
people  in  the  United 
States  already  believes 
military  spending 
ought  to  be  reduced  or,  at  a 
minimum,  not  increased? 


Is  the  U.S.  spending  the  right  amount  on  the 
miiitary  and  national  defense? 


Gallup  poll,  February  2008 


If  a  majority  in  the  United  States  does  not  want  to 
increase  military  spending,  then  opponents  of  mili¬ 
tary  spending  should 
spend  less  time  arguing 
about  why  increasing 
military  spending  is  a 
mistake  and  more  time 
encouraging  voters 
to  communicate  their 
views  to  their  mem¬ 
bers  of  Congress  and 
to  assemble  to  demand 
change. 


Rather  than  going  out 
to  persuade  others  that 
war  is  wrong,  you  can 
let  your  neighbors  know 
that  they  are  right,  that 
military  spending  is 
too  high,  and  they  can 
influence  their  members 
of  Congress  to  change 
policy.  Mobilize  your 
neighbor. 


What  if  a  majority  of  people  believe  that  the  policy 
of  preemptive  war  articulated  by  the  Bush  admin¬ 
istration  has  made  the  United  States  less  safe?  If  the 
public  is  already  embracing  an  agenda  for  peace, 
then  advocates  for  peace  could  spend  less  time  per¬ 
suading  and  more  time  mobilizing  the  public. 

Quakers  have  often  advocated  policies  that  were 
unpopular  or  out  of  step  with  the  popular  consen¬ 
sus.  Friends  didn't  advocate  for  an  end  to  slavery, 
or  for  the  right  for  women's  suffrage,  or  for  the 
separation  of  church  and  state  because  these  views 
were  popular.  Friends  advocated  for  these  positions 
because  they  were  following  a  leading. 


Public  Opposed  to  Increased 
Military  Spending 

Public  opinion  has  shifted  substantially  in  the  past 
three  years.  A  December  2006  study  by  the  Pro¬ 
gram  on  International  Policy  Attitudes  (PIPA)  at  the 
University  of  Maryland  found  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  who  identified  with  either  major  political 
party  (61  percent  of  Republicans  and  83  percent  of 
Democrats)  believe  that  military  spending  should 
either  be  capped  at  current  levels  or  cut. 

The  PIPA  researchers  presented  individuals  with  a 
budget  for  U.S.  foreign  policy  that  included  $550 
billion  for  military  spending  and  much  smaller 
amounts  for  development  assistance,  the  State 

(continued  on  page  4) 
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Will  your  senators  and  representative 
say  that  "War  is  Not  the  Answer"? 
Ask  them! 


Mares  Hirchert  ofHartland,  Ml  with  Senator 
Carl  Levin,  the  current  Chair  of  the  Armed  Services 
Committee 


We  are  the  Majority  (continued  from  page  3) 

Department,  and  international  organizations.  Asked 
about  this  spending,  a  majority  of  people  across 
party  lines  said  they  would  like  to  cut  funding  for 
the  military.  Republicans  favored  a  $110  billion  cut, 
while  Democrats  thought  military  spending  should 
be  reduced  by  $264  billion. 

The  PIPA  poll  is  not  an  anomaly.  Gallup  polls  in 
February  2007  and  February  2008  confirm  this  shift 
in  public  opinion  away  from  support  for  increasing 
military  spending.  The  February  2008  poll  found  that 
the  percentage  of  people  in  the  U.S.  who  say  the  gov¬ 
ernment  is  spending  too  much  on  the  military  is  the 
highest  it  has  been  in  more  than  15  years. 

Fully  44  percent  of  those  polled  in  February  2008  told 
Gallup  that  the  U.S.  is  spending  too  much  on  the 
military.  Another  30  percent  thought  the  current  level 
of  military  spending  was  appropriate,  and  only  22 
percent  of  those  polled  felt  that  the  U.S.  was  spend¬ 
ing  too  little  on  the  military. 


Researchers  at  Gallup  report  that  the  number  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  believe  the  U.S.  is  spending  too  much  on  the 
military  has  been  rising  steadily  since  the  early  part 
of  this  decade. 

Continuing  Concern  Over  Security 

But  in  several  polls  from  different  organizations,  the 
public  continues  to  express  concern  about  inadequate 
efforts  to  protect  the  United  States.  The  February  2008 
Gallup  poll  found  that  47  percent  of  those  questioned 
believe  the  defense  structures  in  the  United  States  are 
not  strong  enough.  Another  41  percent  say  that  the 
U.S.  defense  structures  are  about  right,  with  10  per¬ 
cent  saying  they  are  stronger  than  necessary. 

The  researchers  at  the  PIPA  center  also  found  con¬ 
cern  about  the  erosion  of  U.S.  national  security.  But 
when  University  of  Maryland  researchers  asked 
whether  the  United  States  should  put  more  emphasis 
on  military  methods  for  addressing  this  challenge 
or  on  diplomatic  and  economic  methods,  a  strong 
majority  of  people  said  the  latter. 

Opinion  polls  offer  only  a  snapshot  of  public  atti¬ 
tudes.  Yet  these  results  seem  to  indicate  that  many 
people  believe  the  U.S.  needs  to  do  more  to  create 
opportunities  for  peace  through  diplomatic  and  eco¬ 
nomic  policies  rather  than  through  spending  more 
on  military  muscle. 

Is  Congress  Listening? 

So  if  public  opinion  supports  a  shift  away  from  mili¬ 
tary  spending,  why  does  Congress  fork  over  billions 
of  dollars  for  the  wars  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  and 
other  military  activities  every  appropriations  cycle? 

Perhaps  it's  because  members  of  Congress  have  a 
similar  perception  problem  to  many  people  in  the 
peace  movement— an  unfounded  belief  that  the 
U.S.  public  is  not  yet  convinced  that  the  best  way 
to  improve  national  security  is  to  end  the  wars,  cut 
military  spending,  and  invest  in  diplomacy. 

Several  years  ago  when  the  pollsters  at  the  PIPA  cen¬ 
ter  asked  congressional  staff  about  the  attitudes  of 
the  general  public,  they  found  a  huge  disconnect. 

"In  most  cases,  only  minorities  of  staffers  correctly 
perceived  what  the  majority  attitude  was  in  their 

(continued  on  page  5) 
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Yet  nothing  changed.  Asked  why  not,  PIPA  Director 
Steven  Kull  explains  that  many  constituents  who 
support  international  engagement  and  working  with 
the  United  Nations  believe  they  are  in  a  minority  in 
their  own  communities.  However,  Kull's  polls  show 
that  these  constituents  are  actually  expressing  senti¬ 
ments  that  have  majority  support. 

Making  Assumptions 

Many  constituents  presume  their  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  represent  their  views  in  Washington  and  are 
unaware  that  their  member  is  consistently  voting 
for  increases  in  military  spending.  Many  members 
of  Congress  assume  that  most  people  in  the  United 
States,  and  most  people  in  the  district  that  elects 
them,  support  increasing  the  military  budget. 

Perhaps  it's  time  to  talk  to  your  neighbor.  Chances 
are  your  neighbor's  view  on  the  role  of  the  United 
States  in  the  world  is  more  nuanced  than  you  might 
imagine.  Rather  than  beginning  the  conversation 
with  your  arguments  for  why  military  spending  is  a 
mistake,  perhaps  you  should  simply  note  that  mili¬ 
tary  budget  has  grown  by  close  to  100  percent  in  the 
last  seven  years  and  then  ask  a  question;  does  this 
make  sense? 

The  universe  of  people  who  share  your  views  may 
be  larger  than  you  think.  ■ 

Where  the  Presidential  Candidates  Stand 
on  Increasing  the  Size  of  the  Military 

Hillary  Clinton 

"We've  got  to  be  prepared  to  maintain  the  best 
fighting  force  in  the  world.  I  propose  increasing 
the  size  of  our  Army  by  80,000  soldiers,  balanc¬ 
ing  the  legacy  systems  with  newer  programs  to 
help  us  keep  our  technological  edge,  re-evaluating 
the  training  and  education  programs  that  service 
members  need  in  the  21st  century. 

(Hu^ngton  Post,  8 1 21 1 07) 

Barack  Obama 

"But  the  war  in  Afghanistan  and  the  ill-advised 
inveision  of  Iraq  have  clearly  demonstrated  the  con¬ 


sequences  of  underestimating  the  number  of  troops 
required  to  fight  two  wars  and  defend  our  home¬ 
land.  That's  why  I  strongly  support  the  expansion 
of  our  ground  forces  by  adding  65,000  soldiers  to 
the  Army  and  27,000  Marines.  " 

(BarackObama.com,  4/23/07) 

John  McCain 

"Roughly,  you  need  another  20,000  troops  in  Iraq, 
but  that  means  expanding  the  Army  and  Marine 
Corps  by  as  much  as  100,000  people." 

(UnionLeader.com,  10/28/06) 


We  are  the  Majority  (continued  from  page  4) 

districts,"  reports  PIPA.  "Curiously,  staffers  whose 
views  were  actually  in  accord  with  their  constituents 
tended  to  assume  this  was  not  the  case." 

The  irony  is  that  majorities  of  the  congressional  staff, 
members  of  Congress,  and  other  policy  elites  ques¬ 
tioned  in  this  poll  supported  reducing  U.S.  military 
spending  and  working  with  the  United  Nations  and 
said  the  U.S.  should  sign  the  Kyoto  Treaty  on  climate 
change  and  the  Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty. 

But  the  same  congressional  staff  said  the  constitu¬ 
ents  represented  by  their  bosses  would  not  support 
such  policies.  "My  job  is  to  protect  my  boss,  not  get 
him  in  trouble  with  constituents,"  one  staff  member 
was  quoted  as  saying. 

If  these  polls  are  at  all  accurate,  many  congressional 
staff  may  be  misperceiving  public  opinion  in  the 
congressional  districts  represented  by  their  bosses.  In 
fact,  when  PIPA  conducted  surveys  in  the  congres¬ 
sional  districts  of  members  of  Congress  who  consis¬ 
tently  voted  for  more  military  spending  and  against 
the  United  Nations,  they  found  majorities  in  those 
districts  support  reducing  military  spending  and 
working  with  the  United  Nations,  the  Kyoto  Treaty, 
and  the  Comprehensive  Test  Ban  Treaty. 
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Have  a  War  is  Not  the  Answer  Conversation 


Suppose  that  you've  staked  one  of  FCNL' s  War  Is 
Not  the  Answer  signs  in  your  front  yard.  A  plumb¬ 
er  comes  to  your  house  to  make  some  repairs 
and,  seeing  your  sign,  asks,  "Why  isn't  war  the 
answer?"  Have  you  thought  about  what  you'd  say? 

A  War  Is  Not  the  Answer  sign,  as  a  public  state¬ 
ment  about  your  practice  of  peace,  can  lead  col¬ 
leagues,  neighbors,  visitors,  and  others  to  ask  this 
kind  of  question.  A  sign  can  help  begin  a  conversa¬ 
tion  with  someone  who  doesn't  necessarily  agree 
with  you  or  with  someone  who  is  curious  about 
your  position. 

What  Can  I  Say  When... 

Here  are  some  common  questions  you  might  hear 
when  you  put  up  a  War  Is  Not  the  Answer  sign 
and  ideas  about  what  you  could  say  in  response. 

(Stock  Market  Got  You  Down? 

Try  Guaranteed  Income! 

If  you  are  age  50  or  over,  consider  an  FCNL 
Education  Fund  Charitable  Annuity.  The  min¬ 
imum  annuity  gift  is  $5,000. 

Benefits  include 
■  Guaranteed  income  for  life; 

■  Fixed  return,  not  subject  to  market  fluctua¬ 
tions; 

■  Immediate  charitable  tax  deduction  (gifts 
postmarked  by  12/31  qualify  for  this  tax 
year); 

■  Confidence  that  your  funds  are  invested  in 
a  socially  responsible  portfolio; 

■  Assurance  that  your  support  for  FCNL' s 
Quaker  witness  in  Washington  will  con¬ 
tinue  beyond  your  lifetime. 

Interested?  Contact  Caroline  Slobodzian  at 
FCNL  (phone  800-630-1330,  ext.  2526;  email 
caroline@fcnl.org).  Or  visit  the  planned  giving 
section  of  FCNL's  web  site,  www.fcnl.org,  and 
click  on  "How  to  Give"  then  "Planned  Giv¬ 
ing."  You  can  create  a  sample  personal  plan 
using  the  Planned  Giving  Calculator. 


See  the  November /December  2007  Washington 
Newsletter  for  more  ideas  on  answering  these  ques¬ 
tions.  Send  FCNL  a  list  of  the  kinds  of  questions 
you  are  hearing  and  what  types  of  replies  you  have 
developed  to  those  questions.  FCNL  will  post  some 
of  the  replies  on  our  website  at  www.fcnl.org. 

Why  isn't  war  the  answer? 

■  War  isn't  an  effective  way  to  solve  problems. 
Violence  begets  more  violence  and  does  noth¬ 
ing  to  address  the  root  causes  of  conflict. 

■  Look  at  what  war  has  accomplished  in  Iraq. 

The  war  isn't  helping  bring  about  a  peaceful, 
democratic  state. 

■  War  doesn't  make  us  safer.  When  our  govern¬ 
ment  turns  to  violence  or  threats  of  violence,  it 
only  incites  more  anger  against  the  U.S.  and  its 
policies. 

If  war  isn't  the  answer,  what  is? 

■  By  the  time  war  breaks  out,  conflicts  have  usu¬ 
ally  been  simmering  for  a  long  time.  The  U.S. 
should  be  working  to  peacefully  prevent  deadly 
conflicts  before  military  force  seems  like  the 
only  choice. 

■  For  prevention  to  succeed,  the  U.S.  needs  to 
refocus  the  way  it  spends  its  money.  Efforts 
to  prevent  violent  conflicts  and  keep  other 
countries  from  falling  into  war  receive  next  to 
nothing  in  the  budget,  while  the  U.S.  spends 
hundreds  of  billions  of  dollars  on  the  military 
every  year.  No  wonder  the  military  seems  like 
the  best-developed  solution  to  the  problems  we 
see. 

What's  the  question  that  war  is  not  the  answer  to? 

■  How  should  nations  and  leaders  address  dis¬ 
agreements? 

■  The  U.S.  invasion  of  Iraq  and  the  broader  "war 
on  terrorism"  have  actually  generated  more 
violent  extremism.  What  can  the  United  States 
do  to  make  our  world  safer? 

■  How  should  the  U.S.  defend  itself  against 
attack? 

■  What  can  the  U.S.  do  to  help  build  a  safer  and 
more  cooperative  global  community? 

■  In  50  years  or  less  fossil  fuels  will  begin  to 
diminish.  What  can  the  United  States  do  now 
to  prevent  wars  for  oil  and  gas? 

(continued  on  page  7) 
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Conversation  (continued  from  page  6) 

Where  can  I  get  one  of  those  signs  or  bumper 
stickers? 

■  Go  to  the  FCNL  website,  www.fcnl.org,  or  call 
800-630-1330! 

See  responses  to  these  questions  from  FCNL  Gen¬ 
eral  Committee  members  at  www.fcnl.org/  wina. 

Ideas  on  Having  a  Conversation 

People  might  respond  to  the  War  Is  Not  the 
Answer  message  with  agreement,  or  curiosity,  or 
skepticism,  or  antagonism.  Whatever  response 
your  sign  receives,  think  about  how  you  can  have 
a  conversation  that  lives  out  the  value  of  peace 
that  led  you  to  put  up  the  sign  in  the  first  place. 
Quakers  sometimes  ask;  how  can  I  answer  to  that 
of  God  in  this  person? 

Offer  your  point  of  view.  Share  your  worries,  con¬ 
cerns,  and  experiences  as  part  of  a  conversation. 

Ask  your  own  questions  and  listen  to  other's 
response.  What  prompted  this  person  to  ask  you 
about  the  sign?  What  can  you  learn  from  her  or  his 


reasons  or  experiences?  Respect  the  other  person's 
point  of  view  even  if  you  disagree  with  her  or  his 
conclusions. 

See  the  June  2007  Washington  Newsletter  for  more 
ideas  on  engaging  in  a  conversation. 

Start  Your  Own  Conversation 

You  can  use  the  same  tools  of  asking  questions 
and  sharing  your  concern  and  your  knowledge  to 
break  the  ice  and  start  a  conversation  of  your  own. 

For  example,  if  a  friend  mentions  her  taxes,  talk 
about  how  43  cents  of  every  tax  dollar  in  2007  goes 
to  pay  for  war.  (see  www.fcnl.org/wartaxes) 

Or, 

When  the  topic  of  the  2008  elections  inevitably 
comes  up  in  discussion,  voice  your  concern  that 
both  major  political  parties  want  to  increase  the 
size  of  the  military. 

You  don't  have  to  wait  until  people  ask  questions 
to  engage  them  in  a  discussion  about  peace.  ■ 


Peace  Issue  (continued  from  page  8) 

Write  to  the  candidates:  Let  all  the  candidates  run¬ 
ning  for  Congress  in  your  area  know  how  you  feel. 
Write  War  Is  Not  the  Answer  letters  to  your  local 
newspapers  and  to  the  congressional  candidates. 

Talk  to  the  candidates:  In  an  election  year,  candi¬ 
dates  running  for  Congress  hold  town  hall  meetings; 
participate  in  telephone  conference  calls;  and  often 
appear  at  house  parties,  church  socials,  and  other 
public  events.  At  local  forums  with  candidates  or 
their  supporters,  make  the  War  Is  Not  the  Answer 
point  by  asking  candidates  what  tools,  other  than 
the  military,  they  will  support  to  protect  the  United 
States  and  build  real  security.  FCNL  has  a  simple 
sheet  of  questions  and  answers  to  ask  the  candidates 
in  the  2008  election  that  is  available  on  our  website 
or  from  the  office. 

Invite  a  candidate  to  discuss  peacebuilding 
as  war  prevention:  Most  elected  officials  listen 


harder  during  the  election  season.  Talk  with  your 
friends  and  neighbors,  or  consult  with  your  local 
meeting,  church,  or  civic  group  about  organizing 
a  candidate  forum.  Ask  the  candidates  to  discuss 
how  they  will  build  real  security  for  the  United 
States  in  the  coming  years  with  tools  other  than 
military  muscle.  ■ 


Get  Your  "War  is  Not  the 
Answer"  Gear 

Join  hundreds  of 
thousands  p)eople 
around  the  coun¬ 
try  declaring  that 
"War  is  Not  the 
Answer."  Order 
a  sign  or  bumper 
sticker  at  www. 

warisnottheanswer.com  or  call  1-800-630-1330. 
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Make  Peace  an  Election  Year  Issue 


Do  you  want  to  increase  the  size  of  the  U.S.  military 
budget?  No?  Neither  does  a  majority  of  the  U.S. 
public  (see  page  3  inside). 

Yet  members  of  Congress  from  both  major  political 
parties  continue  to  bid  up  the  military  budget  each 
year.  In  March  2008  majorities  in  both  chambers  of 
Congress  approved  budget  resolutions  that  would 
establish  a  military  budget  for  next  year  that  is 
almost  100  percent  more  than  the  budget  approved 
just  eight  years  ago. 

Congress  has  not  gotten  the  message  that  a  major¬ 
ity  of  people  in  the  United  States  do  not  want  to 
increase  the  military  budget,  and  neither  have  the 
candidates.  The  congressional  leadership  for  both 
major  political  parties  is  calling  for  new,  higher  lev¬ 
els  of  military  spending  to  rebuild  a  military  worn 
down  by  wars  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  and  pn  pare 
for  new  wars. 

In  the  presidential  elections  this  year,  all  the  major 
party  candidates  still  in  the  race  in  March  2008  want 
to  increase  the  number  of  troops  in  the  U.S.  military. 
The  only  argument  is  by  how  much  -  one  presiden¬ 
tial  candidate  wants  80,000  more  troops,  another 
wants  92,000.  And  each  of  the  major  party  candi¬ 
dates  has  called  for  a  national  effort  to  rebuild  the 
U.S.  military.  Read  their  own  words  on  page  5. 

A  Mandate  for  the  Military . . . 

Without  substantial  effort  during  this  election  year, 
the  next  U.S.  Congress  and  the  next  president  could 
be  elected  with  a  mandate  to  increase  the  size  of  the 
U.S.  military  and  grow  the  military  budget. 


This  mandate  could  make  reducing  the  military  bud¬ 
get  and  ending  the  war  in  Iraq  in  the  next  four  years 
either  impossible  or  politically  very  unlikely.  Even 
if  the  next  president,  whoever  he  or  she  is,  reverses 
course  and  opposes  an  increase  in  the  size  of  the  U.S. 
military.  Congress  would  be  unlikely  to  approve  this 
policy. 

...Ora  Referendum  on  New  Priorities? 

The  2008  election  could  be  transformed  into  a  refer¬ 
endum  on  new  priorities  to  rebuild  U.S.  diplomatic 
and  economic  relationships  with  the  rest  of  the 
world  and  establish  national  priorities  to  cut  carbon 
emissions,  eliminate  poverty,  and  provide  health  care 
to  every  poor  child  in  the  United  States. 

A  first  step  would  be  to  encourage  people  who 
oppose  increases  in  the  military  budget  to  talk  to 
Congress,  candidates,  and  their  neighbors.  FCNL 
developed  the  War  Is  Not  the  Answer  signs,  bumper 
stickers,  and  other  materials  as  a  statement  of  our 
faith  and  practice.  The  signs  have  become  a  tool  for 
helping  people  across  the  country  discover  that  they 
are  not  alone. 

Start  small  with  a  sign:  In  this  presidential  and  con¬ 
gressional  campaign  year,  start  a  conversation  about 
building  peace  in  your  community.  Put  a  War  Is 
Not  the  Answer  sign  in  your  window  or  a  bumper 
sticker  on  your  car.  Then  read  this  newsletter  for 
ideas  about  how  to  start  a  conversation  with  your 
neighbors.  Send  FCNL  a  picture  of  your  sign  so  we 
can  put  you  on  our  map  showing  the  spread  of  the 
signs  across  the  country. 


(continued  on  page  7) 
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